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SUBJECT: Approval of the Brule River State Forest Master Plan Amendment 

FOR: January 2015 Board meeting 

TO BE PRESENTED BY: Teague Prichard, Division of Forestry State Lands Specialist 

SUMMARY: 

Item No. 3 • B. 6 • 

The Department requests approval of an amendment to the Brule River State Forest Master Plan to comply with Chapter 
NR 44, the Department's Master Planning Administrative Code, and Chapter 28, Wisconsin Statutes. The purpose for this 
master plan amendment is to modify and align the annual sustainable harvest level on the Brule River State Forest to 
account for the acquisition of 6,505 acres of fee lands and to account for better on the ground forest inventory data that 
has identified a 1,953 acre backlog in forest management practices. The current master plan was approved in 2002 and 
sets the annual allowable harvest level at 600 acres. The amendment eliminates the 600 acre annual harvest level cap 
specified in the 2002 plan. The amendment does not change the land management classifications, management areas or 
area objectives of the current master plan, it simply allows adjustments to the number of acres that can be managed in 
order to meet the plan objectives based on updated inventory and acquisitions. 

ISSUES: There were 22 public comments received on the propsoed amendment. The majority of comments supported the 
amendment, but there were several comments that did not favor forest management of any kind, including the propsed 
management of newly aquired lands. 

RECOMMENDATION: The Department recommends approval of the Brule River State Forest Master Plan Amendment. 

LIST OF ATTACHED MATERIALS (check all that are applicable): 
~ Background memo 
~ Master Plan Amendment 

Approved by 

Jim Warren 
Bureau Director 

Paul Delong, Forestry Division 
Administrator 

Cathy Stepp, Secretary 

cc: Board Liaison - AD/8 

0 Type name of attachment if applicable 
0 Type name of attachment if applicable 
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