
Form 11 00-003P (Rev. 09/1 4) 

SUBJECT: 

Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources 
Natural Resources Board Agenda Item 

Item No. 3 • C • 1 • 

Request that the Board approve the Statement of Scope for Emergency Board Order OE-20-14(E) and Permanent Board 
Order OE-21 -14, and conditionally approve the Notice of Public Hearing for Emergency Board Order OE-20-14(E) and 
Permanent Board Order OE-21 -14 and Notice of Submittal of Proposed Rules to the Legislative Council Rules 
Clearinghouse for proposed rules affecting ch. NR 150, related to the Department's environmental analysis and review 
procedures. 

FOR: February 2015 Board meeting 

PRESENTER'S NAME AND TITLE: David Siebert, Director, Bureau of Environmental Analysis & Sustainability 

SUMMARY: 
NR 150 was revised and went into effect April 1, 2014. The previous version of the code classified most administrative 
rules as 'Type 3" or "Type 4" actions, classifications requiring some form of public notice and no additional environmental 
analysis. The rule changes would further clarify that emergency rules are "minor actions" requiring no additional 
environmental analysis, and that the process for developing permanent rules is an "equivalent analysis action," as well as 
clarifying the various applicable definitions related to those rules and actions. These changes would more clearly outline 
the required review process for administrative rules, and provide further clarification through refining definitions. Additional 
changes to clarify publication requirements, WEPA compliance determinations for various permits, plan approvals and 
other actions and policies, and other changes, generally consistent with the intent of the rule as presented to the public 
and approved by the NRB, will also be included in the emergency and permanent rules. 

The Board has previously approved the Statement of Scope for proposed changes to Ch. NR 150 Wis. Adm. Code, 
pertaining to environmental analysis and review procedures. The Board has issued Board Order numbers OE-20-14(E) 
and OE-21-14, as of December 11, 2014, to proceed with drafting the proposed rule changes. The Governor approved 
the Statement of Scope December 15, 2014. 

RECOMMENDATION: That the Board approve the statement of scope and conditionally approve the public hearing 
notice for Emergency Board Order OE-20-14(E) and Permanent Board Order OE-21 -14 and notice of submittal of 
proposed rules to the Legislative Council Rules Clearinghouse. 

LIST OF ATTACHED MATERIALS: 
Statement of scope 
Governor approval of statement of scope 

Approved by 

avid Siebert, Bureau Director 

Marc Aquino, Administrator 
Office of Business Support, Science and 
Sustainabilit 

Cathy Stepp, Secretary 

cc: Board Liaison - AD/8 

Signature Date 

ent rule officer - LS/8 

http://dnr.wi.gov/About/NRB/2015/Feb/Feb-2015-NRB-agenda.html









