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TO BE PRESENTED BY: Steve Geis -Chief, Environmental Science Services Section 

SUMMARY: 

Item No. 3 .A. 2. 

The Laboratory Certification and Registration (LabCert) Program ensures the quality and defensibility of environmental 
laboratory data. Laboratories submitting data to the Department must be certified or registered under ch. NR 149 Wis. 
Adm. Code, to perform the tests to generate such data. Section 299.11 (9), Wis. Stats., authorizes the Department to 
promulgate a graduated schedule of fees to recover the costs of administering the LabCert Program. Fees are determined 
using the formula ins. NR 149.21 (1) (c). The formula determines the program's fee schedule for each fiscal year and is 
tied to the number of laboratories participating in the program, and the program's expenditure authority determined under 
s. 20.370 (3) (fj), Wis. Stats. Laboratories participating in the program must pay renewal fees in full to maintain their 
certifications and registrations. 

Under the guidance of the Certification Standards Review Council, a 9-member advisory board, LabCert has operated a 
lean and efficient program, operating well under its authorized spending authority while maintaining a high level of service 
to its customers (see background memo, graph on page 2) . Section NR 149. 21(1) (b), Wis. Adm. Code, requires that the 
annual fee adjustments be reviewed by the Certification Standards Review Council and approved by the Natural 
Resources Board. The Department anticipates collecting sufficient fee revenue to cover projected operating expenses. 
This represents a 0.4% increase in fee revenue over FY 2015. The increase in revenue is designed to gradually build a 
budget to support adequate program staffing. 

This fee increase means that an average municipal lab will pay $34 more for accreditation. The average commercial lab 
will pay an additional $150. The Certification Standards Review Council, representing a cross section of environmental 
laboratories, supports the proposed budget plan for FY16. 

RECOMMENDATION: The Department recommends that the Natural Resources Board approve the Laboratory 
Certification and Registration program's FY 2016 fee adjustment proposal. 
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