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SUBJECT: 

Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources 
Natural Resources Board Agenda Item 

Item No. 3 • C. 1 • 

Request that the Board approve the statement of scope for Board Order FH-10-15 and conditionally approve the public 
hearing notice and notice of submittal of proposed rules to the Legislative Council Rules Clearinghouse for proposed rules 
affecting ch(s). NR 25 related to lake whitefish commercial fisheries in Lake Michigan. 

FOR: August 2015 Board meeting 

PRESENTER'S NAME AND TITLE: Scott Hansen, Fisheries Biologist 

SUMMARY: 
The current lake whitefish commercial harvest limit in Wisconsin waters of Lake Michigan is 2.88 million pounds of 
dressed whitefish per year, which was approved in 2010 (an increase from the prior limit). This rule would adjust the total 
commercial harvest of lake whitefish in Lake Michigan to protect certain stocks from overharvest and ensure the long­
term sustainability of the fishery. This rule may make adjustments to commercial gear, effort, or season length for a 
specific location or the entire whitefish fishery as an alternative to or in addition to adjusting the total allowable 
commercial harvest of lake whitefish. 

This rule may also adjust the lake whitefish commercial fishing zone boundaries, the formulas used to determine zone 
specific harvest, or both to better reflect the current whitefish distribution and abundance within the lake. Whitefish 
distribution patterns have changed since 1989, the year the zone quota system was initiated. Changes to the zone 
boundaries, zone allocation scheme, or both may allow commercial fishers to better utilize lake whitefish that are 
available from new spawning stocks from the west shore Green Bay tributaries. Additionally, the declining 
North/Moonlight Bays spawning stock will be better protected. 

RECOMMENDATION: That the Board approve the statement of scope and conditionally approve the public hearing 
notice for Board Order FH-10-15 and notice of submittal of proposed rules to the Legislative Council Rules Clearinghouse. 

LIST OF ATTACHED MATERIALS: 
Statement of scope 
Governor approval of statement of scope 

Approved by Signature Date 

Justine Hasz, Bureau Director b- I- t s-

Russ Rasmussen, Division Administrator 

Cathy Stepp, Secretary 

cc: Board Liaison • AD/8 Department rule officer - LS/8 

http://dnr.wi.gov/About/NRB/2015/Aug/Aug-2015-NRB-agenda.html











