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SUBJECT: Request approval of the Northern Kettle Moraine Region Wildlife, Fish and Natural Areas Master Plan 

FOR: August 2015 Board meeting 

TO BE PRESENTED BY: Tom Hauge, Bureau Director Wildlife Management and Ed Jepsen, Planner Facilities and Lands 

SUMMARY: 

The Northern Kettle Moraine Region (NKMR) Wildlife, Fish and Natural Area properties draft master plan includes nine 
properties totaling 15,903 acres of state owned land. The NKMR planning group includes six wildlife properties (12,698 
acres), two fishery areas (1,472 acres) and one state natural area (1,733 acres). In addition, 591 acres of easements and 
309 acres of leased land provide public access for hunting, fishing and other nature based outdoor recreational activities. 

The NKMR properties are within an hour drive of up to two million people. Their appeal is expected to increase as our 
population grows, land ownership becomes more fragmented and access to private lands becomes more difficult. Fishing, 
hunting and trapping are popular in Ozaukee, Sheboygan and Washington counties with a total of nearly 56,000 fishing 
licenses, 67,000 hunting licenses and 900 trapping licenses sold annually. 

The recreational and habitat management goals for these properties include the following: 
1. Provide quality hunting, fishing, trapping, nature based outdoor recreation and research opportunities. 
2. Improve habitat quality and productivity by providing larger blocks of habitat for game and non-game species. 
3. Coordinate with public, private and non-profit partners to improve recreational opportunities and management efficiency. 
4. Protect and enhance the coldwater fisheries, especially on the Onion River system. 

The following project boundary and acreage goal adjustments are recommended: 
• Contract project boundaries by 245 acres where conservation and public access benefits are unlikely to be realized. 
• Net expansion of the wildlife project boundaries by 1,945 acres and the acreage goals by 1,160 acres. The DNR 

currently owns 72 acres and Wi DOT owns 168 acres within the expansion area. 
• Net expansion of the fishery project boundaries by 366 acres with no expansion of the acreage goal. The DNR owns 61 

acres within the expanded project boundary. 
• Expand the Cedarburg Bog State Natural Area project boundary by 699 acres and the acreage goal by 250 acres. The 

DNR owns 69 acres within the proposed expansion area. Designate four new state natural areas (355 acres total) and 
expand two existing natural areas from 212 acres to 721 acres on existing DNR lands. 

RECOMMENDATION: Approval of the master plan per NR 44.04(3), Wis. Adm. Code 

LIST OF ATTACHED MATERIALS (check all that are applicable): 
~ Background memo 
181 The Master Plan documents may be viewed online at: 
http .1/d nr. wi. gov /topic/land s/MasterPian ning/N orthern Kettles/ 

Approved by Signature Date 

Tom Hauge, / 
Wildlife Management Bureau Direc~or 7/:? ~-\· 

-----------~--++~~~~--~-=~~~~--~--~~~~~~~------~ 

Sanjay Olson, land Division Administrator 

1 
Cathy Stepp, Secretary 

cc Board Liaison - AD/8 
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