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SUBJECT: Eagle Scout project at CWO sample processing center in Black Earth -construction 
of 9 deer aging boards to collect and accurately age a total of 72 jaws - Brad Chernak 

FOR: April 2015 Board meeting 

TO BE PRESENTED BY: Secretary Stepp 

SUMMARY: 

Brad Chernak is a candidate for the rank Eagle Scout from Troop 640, in the Town of Middl.eton, following a long and 
extremely successful journey through Scouts, starting in 1st grade as a Cub Scout and working his way through the entire 
scouting program. 

As a result of his love of the outdoors and wildlife conservati.on efforts in Wisconsin, thanks to the influences of his father 
as they spent many hours enjoying nature while hunting and fishing, Brad is very consious of the wildlife around and has 
developed an in-depth knowledge of the wildlife of Wisconsin with a strong understanding of the regulations established to 
sustain healthy populations of wildl ife. This strong respect for nature and his unde~standing of the need for wildlife 
conservation lead Brad to reach out to Wildlife Management staff in the Department to help him develop a project in oder 
to attain the Eagle Scout rank. After consideration of a list of projects, Brad chose to complete the construction of 9 deer 
jaw aging boards by working closely with the staff at the CWO sample processing center in Black Earth to collect and 
accurately age a total of 72 j~ws needed for the project. · 

From a Wildlife Management perspective, understanding the age structure of the deer harvested in the state is an 
important component to properly managing the deer herd. In addition, deer aging is of keen interest for many deer hunters 
as they evaluate the deer herd in their immediate area and ultimately select the deer they are interested in harvesting from 
the property that they hunt. As a result, these jaw boards will provide valuable opportunities to increase information 
sharing between.Departrnent staff as well as the· general public. In addition, as wildlife biologists reach out to DMAP 
cooperators and other interested citizens, the construction of these aging boards greatly enhances the understanding of 
how to age deer by provide a great opportunity to physically show the differences in teeth development and wear while 
tremendously enhancing outreach opportunities with the general public 'around the state .. 
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