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SUBJECT: 

Wisconsin D~partment of Natural Resources 
Naturai:Resources Board Agenda Item 

Item No. 3 • B • 1 • 

Request that the Board adopt Emergency Board Order FH-17-14(E), proposed rules affecting NR 20 and 23 related to 
modifications in walleye harvest management in Ceded Territory waters. 

' 
FOR: April2015 Board meeting 

PRESENTER'S NAME AND TITL:E: Steve Hewett, Fisheries Management Section Chief 

SUMMARY: 

This rule would prevent the need to make adjustments to daily bag limits for walleye in the Wisconsin Ceded Territory. 
Instead, all lakes, rivers, and streams in the Ceded Territory would have a daily bag limit of 3 walleye (walleye, sauger, or 
hybrids) with varying size limits. The 3-fish daily bag limit and size limits would be applied to specific waters to prevent a 
total harvest of more than 35% of the adult walleye population in those waters, which preserves a sustainable walleye 
fishery. Walleye in most waters in the Ceded Territory would have a minimum size limit of 15 inches, except walleye 
between 20 and 24 inches may not be kept and only 1 walleye larger than 24 inches may be kept. 

This rule also creates a catch-and-release only walleye fishery in the Minocqua and Tomahawk chains of lakes in Oneida 
County. Out of mutual concern for the walleye population in these mixed-fishery chains of Ceded Territory lakes, 
representatives of the Lac Du Flambeau Chippewa Tribe, the Headwaters Basin Chapter of Walleyes for Tomorrow, the 
Department, and the Great Lakes Indian Fish and Wildlife Commission have collaboratively developed a plan for a 
cooperative rehabilitation project. It seeks to restore healthy, self-sustaining walleye populations with a density of at least 
three adult fish per acre in Minocqua and Kawaguesaga lakes, and to improve the age diversity and abundance of 
walleye in Tomahawk Lake. 

RECOMMENDATION: That tt\e Board adopt Emergency Board Order FH-17-14(E). 

LIST OF ATTACHED MATERIALS (check all that are applicable): 
1Z1 background memo 
1Z1 Fiscal estimate and economic impact analysis (EIA) form 
0 Response summary 

Approved by 

Justine Hasz, Bureau Director 

Russ Rasmussen, Division Administrator 

Cathy Stepp, Secretary 

cc: Board Liaison - AD/8 Program attorney - LS/8 

[8) Attachments to background memo 
0 Environmental assessment or impact statement 
181 Board order/rule 

Signature Date 

'3 - ;J...S- J -

Department rule coordinator- LS/8 

http://dnr.wi.gov/About/NRB/2015/April/April-2015-NRB-agenda.html























































