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SUBJECT: 

Request that the Board approve the statement of scope for Board Order FH-16-14(E) for proposed rules affecting chs. NR 

20 and 25 related to lake trout harvest limits in Lake Superior. 


FOR: October 2014 Board meeting 

PRESENTER'S NAME AND TITLE: Terry Margenau, Lake Superior Fisheries Supervisor 


SUMMARY: 

The welfare of state-licensed commercial fishers, tribal commercial fishers, recreational anglers, and associated 

businesses is threatened by a decline in the lake trout population in the Apostle Islands vicinity of Lake Superior. The 

emergency rule is necessary to implement harvest limits for the 2014-15 lake trout harvest seasons. 


The 1 0-year State-Tribal Lake Superior Agreement specifies annual allowable lake trout tribal and commercial harvests. 

The Agreement was last signed among the Department of Natural Resources and the Red Cliff and Bad River Bands of 

Lake Superior Chippewa in 2005, and has been amended four times, most recently in October 2013. Negotiations in 

September 2014 recommended new lake trout commercial harvest limits that need to be put in place by emergency rule. 


Harvest limits are created for recreational fishers in Lake Superior as well in order to sustain and manage the total 

population. The proposed rule would limit the total number of fish that are harvested by recreational fishers, which is 

measured by department creel surveys. 


The rule will: 

lJ Modify the commercial fishing harvest limits for lake trout on Lake Superior. 

o Revise rules used to determine the footage of gill net that may be set in the water by each fisher, also called 

"fishing effort." 
0 Allow the Department to enforce a reduced recreational daily bag limit and/or size limit for lake trout in the Apostle 
Islands region of Lake Superior. 

The rule may have a moderate economic impact (Level 2) in the Lake Superior region, but an exact amount of impact is 
unknown at this time. · 

RECOMMENDATION: That the Board approve the statement of scope for FH-16-14(E) 

LIST OF ATTACHED MATERIALS: 
Statement of scope 
Governor approval of statement of scope 

Approved by Signature 

Ron Bruch, Bureau Director 

Russ Rasmussen, Division Administrator 

Cathy Stepp, Secretary 

Date 

cc: Board Liaison - AD/8 

http://dnr.wi.gov/About/NRB/2014/Oct/Oct-2014-NRB-agenda.html











