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CORRESPONDENCE/MEMORANDUM

DATE:

TO:

FROM:

SUBIJECT:

October 9, 2014
Governor Scott Walker

Cathy Stepp

State of Wisconsin

Approval Requested by December 14, 2014

PARCEL DESCRIPTION:

Lower Wisconsin State Riverway
Grant County

Grantor:

State Department of Natural Resources
101 S. Webster Street
Madison, WI 53707

Acres: 10.00
Price: $100,000.00

Appraised Value: $100,000
Interest: Fee Title

Improvements: None

Grantee:

FILE REF: WR- 70070

Proposed Land Sale, DNR to Village of Muscoda, File WR 70070

Cinda Johnson
Village of Muscoda
P.O. Box 206
Muscoda, W1 53573

Location: The property is located in the Village of Muscoda in Grant County.

Land Description: The subject land is level and partially wooded.

Covertype Breakdown:

Type

Acreage

Lowland Woodland

10

Total:

10

Zoning: Agriculture

Present Use: Public Recreation
Proposed Use: Commercial
Tenure: 52 years

Property Taxes: Tax Exempt
Option Date: September 30, 2014

JUSTIFICATION:

The Department is proposing to sell 10 acres of land in the Lower Wisconsin State Riverway (LWSR) to the Village of
Muscoda at the price of $100,000. The 10-acre parcel is located adjacent to a 10-acre parcel that was sold to Scot
Industries in 2009 for expansion of its Muscoda plant. The 10-acre parcel proposed for sale is bordered by Scot’s large
industrial facility to the South, the Village of Muscoda sewage lagoons to the east and a cemetary to the west. The
fourth side is a road (Elm Street), which severs the 10-acres from remaining department lands. Since this property was
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acquired in 1962, the village has expanded into the area south and west of the Department's project area and a school
was also located within 450 feet of this tract. The 10 acre parcel does not provide any significant recreational
opportunity, there is no water frontage and the land is posted closed to hunting due to the location of the nearby school.
Department staff have reviewed the parcel for its natural resource and recreational values and have determined that the
parcel is not needed by the Department for conservation purposes.

The Village of Muscoda requested that the Department sell the land in order to allow for expansion of Scot Industries
and to control access to the wastewater treatment faciltiy. Scot is a large Wisconsin-based company with
manufacturing facilites in eight U.S. and one European location and is vital to the local and regional economy.

The Lower Wisconsin State Riverway was formed by combining nine existing wildlife areas along the Wisconsin
River between Prairie du Chien and Sauk City as well as some additional lands to close separations between the
wildlife area boundaries. The goals of the LWSR are to protect scenic lands along the river, enhance wildlife habitat
and meet the recreational the needs of the public. A cooperative effort between citizens, environmental groups, elected
officials and the Department ended successfully with the passage of the law establishing the Lower Wisconsin State
Riverway and the Lower Wisconsin State Riverway Board.

3. FINANCING:
Ne land acquisition funding is needed for this sale of state land,

4, ACQUISITION STATUS OF THE LOWER WISCONSIN STATE RIVERWAY:

Established: 1989
Acres Purchased to Date: 45,617.09 !
Acquisition Goal: 78,855.00 ;

Percent Complete: 57.85 %
Cost to Date: $22,890,824.88

5. APPRAISAL:

The land value is an administrative determination of value. An appraisal was completed but the appraiser
was unable to document an established market in the area for industrial/commercial properties similar to
the subject and the Department did not believe the appraisal adequately represented the value of the

property.
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DouglasJ Haag, Deputy a01 and Lands ure' Director

%QM et lO/‘i/ﬁZ

Kristin A. Hess, Bureau of Legal Services Date [

/Q%Mé b1 Y4
K%(ede, Land Pfvision Administrator _ D;{e /S 7

























	3B5 green



