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SUBJECT: 
Request that the board approve the statement of scope for Board Order WM-04-14 (E), modifying Ch. NR 10, related to 
establishing the 2014 migratory bird hunting seasons. 

FOR: May 2014 Board meeting 

TO BE PRESENTED BY: Scott Loomans, Wildlife Regulation Policy Specialist 

SUMMARY: 

This is an annual emergency rule order which will establish the 2014 migratory bird hunting seasons. 

These rules may modify season dates, bag limits, and other regulations for any migratory bird species but in particular 
ducks and geese. In 2014, the department also anticipates that the USFWS will offer states an option to lengthen the 
mourning dove hunting season. 

Another significant opportunity is the likelihood that the USFWS will offer Wisconsin the option to establish an early season 
for hunting teal only. The season could be as long as 16 days occurring prior to the regular duck season, but not earlier 
than September 1, with a bag limit of 6 teal. The department has flexibility under the federal framework to propose a 
season which might be shorter, has a lower bag limit, or more restrictive hunting hours. The department has been 
surveying hunters, meeting with interest groups, and is planning additional public involvement to assess how hunters would 
like to utilize this opportunity. 

Because the dove and early teal seasons are part of the "early season framework" of federal migratory bird seasons, the 
USFWS will offer a final framework and will need to be informed of Wisconsin's selections earlier than for other migratory 
bird regulations. From this scope statement, the department will draft two separate board orders. We will request adoption 
of one related to the mourning dove and early teal seasons at the Board's June meeting. Adoption of all other duck and 
goose season regulations, the federal "late season framework", will be requested at the August meeting as in other years. 

The department plans to conduct additional public involvement related to the dove and early teal seasons in May and early 
June. We will also conduct our normal public involvement process in early August for the late season frameworks. The 
locations for both series of meetings will be La Crosse, Rice Lake, Appleton, and Pewaukee. 

RECOMMENDATION: Approval of the statement of scope for Board Order WM-04-14 (E), modifying Ch. NR 10, related to 
establishing the 2014 migratory bird hunting seasons. 

LIST OF ATTACHED MATERIALS (check all that are applicable): 
~ Background memo ~ Governor's approval of the scope statement 
~ Scope Statement D NA 

Approved by Signature Date 

Tom Hauge, Bureau Director 

Kurt Thiede, Administrator 

Cathy Stepp, Secretary 

cc: Board Liaison - AD/8 

http://dnr.wi.gov/About/NRB/2014/May/May-2014-NRB-agenda.html









