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SUBJECT: Request that the Board approve the statements of scope for board order WM-06-14 and emergency Board 
Order WM-05-14 (E) and conditionally approve the permanent rule hearing notice and notice of submittal to the Legislative 
Council Rules Clearinghouse for proposed rules affecting Ch's. NR 10, 12 and 45 related to establishing deer hunting 
seasons during which the use of crossbows is allowed. 

FOR: May 2014 Board meeting 

TO BE PRESENTED BY: Scott Loomans, Wildlife Regulation Policy Specialist 

SUMMARY: 

The department is directed by 2013 ACT 61 to promulgate emergency rules establishing deer hunting seasons in 2014 
and 2015 where the use of crossbows is allowed. Under the Act, the crossbow season must be identical to the archery 
season. The Act also exempts the department from the requirement to make a finding of emergency. 

The permanent rule order will establish seasons for hunting deer with crossbows under the authority of a crossbow 
hunting license beginning in 2016. There is no statutory requirement for the two seasons (crossbow and bow) to be 
identical in 2016. It is possible that a crossbow only deer season could have different features such as season dates, bag 
limits, or other regulations. The department will review harvest information and assess public opinion following the 2014 
crossbow season before making recommendations. The rulemaking timeline, which requires permanet rules to be in 
place prior to sales of 2016 deer hunting licenses, will not allow significant use of information from the 2015 crossbow 
deer season. 

To gather public input for development of a permanent rule, the department may utilize advisory questions asked at the 
2015 spring hearings. However, because the spring hearing agenda will be approved before most of the 2014 harvest 
information is available, there may not be an actual rule proposal for consideration at that time. Legal rule hearings could 
also be held in the summer of 2015 in at least four locations spaced geographically around the state. 

Additionally, in preparing these rules the department will review Ch.'s NR 10, 12 and 45 and make any updates which are 
needed to maintain consistency with the ACT and the new crossbow deer hunting season. 

RECOMMENDATION: Approval of the statements of scope for board order WM-06-14 and emergency Board Order WM
05-14 (E) and conditional approval of the permanent rule hearing notice and notice of submittal to the Legislative Council 
Rules Clearinghouse for proposed rules affecting Ch's. NR 10, 12 and 45 related to establishing deer hunting seasons 
during which the use of crossbows is allowed. 

LIST OF ATTACHED MATERIALS (check all that are applicable): 
D Background memo ~ Governor's approval of scope statements 
~ Scope statements D NA 

Approved by Signature Date 

Tom Hauge, Bureau Director 

Kurt Thiede, Administrator 

Cathy Stepp, Secretary 

http://dnr.wi.gov/About/NRB/2014/May/May-2014-NRB-agenda.html























