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SUBJECT: Land Acquisition - Governor Knowles State Forest- Burnett County 

FOR: MAY 2014 BOARD MEETING 

TO BE PRESENTED BY: Douglas J Haag 

SUMMARY: The Department has obtained an option to purchase 120 acres of land from the Hermansen Family Trust for 
$168,000.00 for the Governor Knowles State Forest in Burnett County. The item is being submitted because the 
purchase price exceeds $150,000. 

The subject prope11y is located in west-central Burnett County about 7 miles north of Grantsburg in the Town of West 
Marshland. The parcel is SUITOunded by private ownership on the nmth, west and south boundaries and is located 
within the bounda1y ofGovernor Knowles State Forest. It abuts County Road F, providing approximately 3/8 ofa 
mile of road frontage along the east boundary. 

Governor Knowles State Forest, located in west-central Wisconsin, was established in 1970 to protect and manage 
land along the St. Croix River for forestry, water quality, and other natural resource goals, as well as to provide a 
variety of recreational opportunities. The property is used by the public for hunting, fishing, camping, snowmobiling, 
trapping, cross-country skiing, hiking, and other outdoor recreation. The project boundary was expanded within the 
last I 0 years to create a shared project bounda1y with the Crex Meadows Wildlife Area. The Hermansen Family 
Trust parcel shares a property line with a recent Crex acquisition on the east side of County Road F, and acquisition 
would create a contiguous block between the two projects. 

The parcel is level with dry, upland timber types. Dominant cover types are red pine, jack pine and pin oak. The 
eastern 1/3 ofthe parcel is within the historic 5,000 acre Ekdall Church Wildland frre area from 1980. That fire 
originated near the south property line. The area that burned is now well stocked with 33 year old jack pine which 
would benefit from a strip thinning. The remainder of the prope11y is comprised ofa mix ofage classes and forest 
types found throughout the area, including a stand of older red and jack pine. All these timber types are well suited 
for the site and are productive. 

Acquisition of this parcel will provide a contiguous connection between Governor Knowles State Forest and the 
Crew Meadows Wildlife Area. It will also allow for enhanced natural resources management, consolidation of state 
ownership and maintenance of contiguous land connections that render the forest more viable for public recreational 
oppmtunities and resource management. 

RECOMMENDATION: That the Board approve the purchase of 120 acres of land from the Hermansen Family Trust for $168,000 
for the Governor Knowles State Forest the in Burnett County. 
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