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SUBJECT: Land Acquisition- Avon Bottoms Wildlife Area - Rock County 

FOR: MAY 2014 BOARD MEETING 

TO BE PRESENTED BY: Douglas J Haag 

SUMMARY: 	 The Department has obtained an option to purchase 205.63 acres of land from Lillie Lenstrom for $300,000 for the 
Avon Bottoms Wildlife Area in Rock County. The item is being submitted because the purchase price exceeds 
$150,000. 

The Lenstrom property is located 10 miles west of Beloit and 15 miles southwest of Janesville, within a !-hour drive 
ofapproximately 2,000,000 people. The Lenstrom property is bordered by Department land on the east, west and 
south, and is completely enclosed in the Avon Bottoms Wildlife Area project boundary. Strategically positioned 
across the Lower Sugar River floodplain corridor, acquisition of the Lenstrom property will connect over 250 acres of 
cunent state ownership along the Illinois state line. 

A von Bottoms Wildlife Area began in 1960 as a Federal Aid in Fish and Wildlife Restoration project to provide 
public hunting and produce ducks and pheasants. It is a 2,839-acre property located in Rock and Green Counties. 
Beginning in the Town of Spring Grove in Green County, the property follows the Sugar River bottoms through the 
Town of Avon in Rock County to the Illinois border. Avon Bottoms features a lowland hardwood forest in the 
floodplain of the meandering Sugar River. Large silver maples, swamp white oaks, and green ash dominate the 
diverse canopy of this wet-mesic forest. Other tree species are shagbark hickory, hackberry, cottonwood, bitternut 
hickory, bur oak, American elm, and basswood. Sycamores, at the northern limit of their range, are occasionally 
present and black willows are common along the river. Numerous sloughs and old oxbows wind among lowland 
hardwoods, grassland and agricultural cropland. 

The Avon Bottoms Wildlife Area is identified as a Conservation Opportunity Area of state significance for the 
conservation of floodplain forest communities in Wiscons in's Wildlife Action Plan. The wildlife area is managed to 
provide oppmtunities for public hunting, fishing, trapping and other outdoor recreation while protecting the qualities 
of the unique native communities and associated species found on the property. Avon Bottoms Wildlife Area is 
gaining new respect for its wild nature in close proximity to Wisconsin and Illinois population centers. Surrounding 
the many sloughs and oxbows of the lower Sugar River, the property includes two State Natural Areas set aside for 
their rare intact plant communities. There are over 30 endangered, threatened and special concern plant and animal 
species known in the area. 	Just recently, Avon Bottoms was declared a Wisconsin Impmtant Bird Area, known for 
breeding Cerulean and Yellow-throated warbler, Acadian Flycatcher, and Yellow-crowned night-heron. The 
floodplain forest and grassy sloughs are heavily used by migrating birds ofall description. In 2009, the Sugar River 
Floodplain Forest, primarily the Avon Bottoms Wildlife Area and its included state natural areas, was designated a 
Wisconsin Wetland Gem by the Wisconsin Wetlands Association. 

The Lenstrom parcel is a mix of wetland, lowland hardwoods, overgrown pasture and former cropland, now planted 
to lowland hardwoods. Except for the 11.52 acre farmstead area, the parcel is encumbered by a Natural Resources 
Conservation (NRCS) Emergency Watershed Protection Program (EWPP) perpetual easement. An old farmhouse, 
detached garage, cattle barn, chicken barn and various sheds are located on the farmstead area ofthe parcel. Staff 
will recycle and salvage as much as it can of the various outbuildings. The garage and a Quonset shed are newer and 
are good condition and will be sold the other improvements have little or no value. Reclamation costs for the 
remaining buildings are estimated not to exceed $20,000. 

The Department recommends acquisition of this 205 .63 acre property for Avon Bottoms Wildlife Area to connect and 
consolidate state ownership in this project as well as to protect this important resource area. Acquisition of this 
parcel would protect wildlife habitat and protect the floodplain of the Lower Sugar River, allowing it to safely flood 
where it will not cause property damage; and provide additional oppmtunities for public hunting and public 
recreation and restore and provide habitat for a variety of rare plant and animal species. 

RECOMMENDATION: 	That the Board approve the purchase of205.63 acres of land from Lillie Lenstrom for $300,000 for the 
Avon Bottoms Wildlife Area in Rock County. 

http://dnr.wi.gov/About/NRB/2014/May/May-2014-NRB-agenda.html
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