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SUBJECT: Land Acquisition- White River Fishery Area-Bayfield- Bayfield County 

FOR: MAY 2014 BOARD MEETING 

TO BE PRESENTED BY: Douglas J. Haag 

SUMMARY: 	 The Department has obtained an option to purchase 67.05 acres of land from Kathie Anderson for $228,000 for the 
White River Fishery Area in Bayfield County. The item is being submitted because the purchase price exceeds 
$150,000. 

The Anderson parcel is located e_ntii·ely within the acquisition boundary and abuts state land on the west and Pike 
River Road to the east. It is located 25 miles southwest of the City of Ashland and includes approximately 1 ,600 feet 
of frontage on the White River. This prope1ty will provide walk-in access for the public from the road to a stretch of 
the White River known for excellent fishing. 

The White River Fishery Area was established in 1961 to manage and protect this unique and scenic trout stream and 
watershed. This multiple-use area is dedicated to trout fishing, hunting, canoeing, and other compatible outdoor 
recreational and educational opportunities. Numerous feeder streams, spring ponds, and outlet flows of several 
glacial lakes provide the high quality water for this outstanding trout stream. In 2004, the project boundmy was 
expanded by more than 6,500 acres to protect the river coll'idor between existing depa1tment-managed prope1ties. 
This expansion connects the 1 0,000-acre Bibon Swamp State Natural Area in Bayfield County with the 960-acre 
White River Wildlife Area in Ashland County. The goals of the project are to manage and protect the water and 
fishe1y resources of the area and provide oppmtunities for public recreation. An updated Master Plan of these 
properties was completed and approved by the Natural Resources Board in the past year. 

The White River meanders along the nmthern edge of the Anderson parcel. The White is one of Wisconsin's premier 
trout streams and extremely popular for anglers. The subject parcel is adjacent to a fisheries trend station which has 
had annual surveys completed since 2006. This station has the highest brown trout density of all the stations on the 
White River. In addition the station, which is mostly bordered by the Anderson prope1ty, averaged 1500 young of 
the year brown trout/mile making this portion of river one ofthe sh·ongest contributors to natural reproduction for 
brown trout on the White River. Brook h·out will also be aided by acquisition of the Anderson property. There is a 
small cold-water h·ibutary running along the east side of the prope1ty that contains brook trout. The presence of cold 
water and a suitable substrate provides excellent Brook trout spawning habitat and spawning activity has been 
observed in this tributary. 

The Depa1tment recommends acquisition of the tract to provide public access to the land and to the White River, 
pe1mit fishery management and other natural resource activities and consolidate state ownership for the White River 
Fishe1y Area. 

RECOMMENDATION: 	That the Board approve the purchase of 67.05 acres of land from Kathie Anderson for $228,000 for the 
White River Fishery Area in Bayfield County. 

LIST OF ATTACHED MATERIALS: 

No [2] Fiscal Estimate Required 	 Yes D Attached 
No [2] Environmental Assessment of Impact Statement Required Yes D Attached 
No D Background Memo 	 Yes [2] Attached 
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