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SUBJECT: Land Donation- Crex Meadows Wildlife Area- Burnett County 

FOR: MAY 2014 BOARD MEETING 

TO BE PRESENTED BY: Douglas J Haag 

SUMMARY: 	 Friends OfCrex Meadows has offered to donate 80 acres of land to the Department for the Crex Meadows 
Wildlife Area in Burnett County. 

The subject parcel is located in the Crex Meadows Wildlife Area project boundary, 8 miles northeast of 
Grantsburg . It borders Depattment owned land to the north and and east, and abuts private land along the 
west boundary. The subject's south boundary partially adjoins DNR land acquired last year and also fronts 
a town road. 

Crex Meadows Wildlife Area was established in 1946 and expands over 30,000 acres. This large wildlife 
propetty was originally part of the Nmthern Wisconsin Pine BatTens and is now Wisconsin's largest 
remaining portion of this globally endangered ecosystem. The rare sedge marsh and brush prairie habitats 
make the area ideal for wildlife. Crex Meadows is home to 270 species of birds, 600 species of plants as 
well as a wide variety of mammals, reptiles, amphibians, and insects. 

The propetty consists of upland wooded ridges dominated by northern pin oak and mixed hardwoods. There 
are several marshy pockets in lower areas of the land. A 2.5 acre old field site is located on the western part 
of the parcel. An old building site with a hunting shack is located on the southern boundary just offNmth 
Fork Dike Rd. The Friends ofCrex Meadows received a Stewarship grant in the amount of$44,640 to 
assist with the purchase. The total value of the property was $106,000. In addition to the Stewardship 
grant, the landowner donated a pmtion of the value and additional funding was provided by a federal grant. 

The land will be managed for wildlife production with an emphasis on migratory game birds, prairie grouse, 
endangered and threatened species, and provision of hunting, trapping, wildlife education and observation. 
The subject is located in an area defmed as a high potential range for Karner blue butterflies. The old field 
sites will be enlarged and managed for establishing lupine to provide additional Karner blue butterfly 
habitat. 

The Department recommends accepting this donation fi·om the Friends of Crex Meadows. The property 
blocks well with existing Department ownership and public conservation lands to the north, south, and east, 
enhancing public recreational oppottunities. It will also provide oppottunities to better protect the natural 
and scenic resources of this site by completing grassland and wetland restoration activities to enhance 
waterfowl, Blanding's Turtle, and Karner Blue butterfly habitat. 

RECOMMENDATION: That the Board accept the donation of 80 acres of land for the Crex Meadows Wildlife Area 
program, that a cettificate ofappreciation be sent to Friends OfCrex Meadows and that an 
expression of appreciation be made a part of the official records of the Natural Resources Board. 

LIST OF ATTACHED MATERIALS: 

No 1:8:1 Fiscal Estimate Required Yes 0 Attached 
No 1:8:1 Environmental Assessment of Impact Statement Required Yes 0 Attached 
No 0 Background Memo Yes 1:8:1 Attached 
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