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SUBJECT: Land Acquisition- New Munster Wildlife Area- Kenosha County 

FOR: MAY 2014 BOARD MEETING 

TO BE PRESENTED BY: Douglas J. Haag 

SUMMARY: 	 The Department has obtained an option to purchase 161 acres of land from Estate ofEvelyn L. Petlicki for $685,000 
for the New Munster Wildlife Area in Kenosha County. The item is being submitted because the purchase price 
exceeds $150,000. 

The Petlicki parcel is 161 acres and is the largest remaining parcel within the New Munster Wildlife Area project 
boundary. The property borders existing State-owned lands on the west and part of the south. The East boundary is 
County Highway n and will provide improved access, a public parking area and a good prescribed burn break and 
straight posting line, reducing management costs and encroachment issues. 

The property supports several habitat types; is in close proximity to other state lands; and will provide various 
recreational opportunities. Habitat types found on Petlicki prope11y include a high quality sedge meadow wetland 
associated with 5,176 feet of both bank frontage ofBassett Creek, a quality warm water stream with an additional 
2,488 feet consisting of six oxbows and two unnamed tributaries within the 59 acre sedge meadow complex. An 
additional 20 acres of lowland woods is adjacent to the sedge meadow and creek corridor. Eighteen acres ofoak­
hickory woodland border the State-owned lands to the west and north and nine acres of old pasture/grassland habitat 
contains remnant dry prairie species including side-oats grama, little bluestem, blazing star, and hoary vervain. Of 
the 53 acres of cropland, only 13 acres is Class I soils and will continue to be share-cropped, while the steep and 
highly erodible northern two fields of Class III and IV soils will be restored to native habitat in the long-term. 

The Wisconsin Conservation Commission created the New Munster Wildlife Area In 1947. This wildlife area was 
established to provide imp01tant pheasant and upland game habitat in a more rapidly developing area of Wisconsin. 
In addition, the project protects water quality, improves fish habitat, and provides public access for fishing and 
hunting along Palmer Creek (Class III Trout Stream). The New Munster Wildlife Area also encompasses one of the 
state's first natural areas, New Munster Bog Island, designated in 1967. 

The addition of the Petlicki prope11y will increase the core block of state lands in the New Munster Wildlife Area. 
The Petlicki prope11y will provide hunting, fishing, trapping and other outdoor recreational opportunities. The 
acquisition of this parcel will also improve management capabilities of a 35 acre waterfowl impoundment on the 
adjacent New Munster Wildlife Area. The impoundment, built during the 1960's, encroaches onto this parcel. 
Several old sheds and the barn will be razed at a cost of less than $5,000 and a parking lot for improved access will 
be developed where the farmhouse stood. 

The Kenosha/Racine Land Trust has offered to donate $5,000 to the Department to be used for the Petlicki 
acquisition. 

The Depa1tment recommends the acquisition of this parcel to provide wildlife management, protect water quality and 
provide opportunities for public outdoor recreation in a heavily populated and rapidly urbanizing area of the state. 

RECOMMENDATION: 	That the Board approve the purchase of 161 acres of land from the Estate ofEvelyn L. Petlicki for 
$685,000 for the New Munster Wildlife Area in Kenosha County and accept the donation of$5,000 to the 
Department from the Kenosha/Racine Land Trust and that a certificate of appreciation be sent to the Land 
Trust and an expression of appreciation be made a pmt of the official records of the Natural Resources 
Board. 

LIST OF ATTACHED MATERIALS: 

No 1:8:1 Fiscal Estimate Required 	 Yes D Attached 
No 1:8:1 Environmental Assessment of Impact Statement Required Yes D Attached 
NoD Background Memo 	 Yes 1:8:1 Attached 

http://dnr.wi.gov/About/NRB/2014/May/May-2014-NRB-agenda.html





























