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SUBJECT: Land Acquisition - Sh·cam Bllnl< P•·otcction Fee Program - Walworth County 

FOR: JUNE 2014 BOARD MEETING 

TO BE PRESENTED BY: Douglas J Haag 

SUMMARY: 	 The Department has obtained an option to purchase 17.04 acres of land from Honey Creek Estates LLC for 
$217,300.00 for the Streambank Easement Fee Program in Walworth County. The item is being submitted because 
the purchase price exceeds $ 150,000. 

The Honey Creek Estates parcel is of particular interest because it blocks more than 7 15 acres of wetland and floodplain 
complex associated with Honey Creek in this pat1icular area and has seven acres ofan NA-2 parcel, which is a Natural 
Area of County or Regional significance. Public recreational use and quality ofexperience on the existing 715 acre 
complex will be improved by creating a solid block ofopen space in this urbanizing area ofSoutheastem Wisconsin. 
Additional upland acres wi ll provide nesting habitat for waterfowl, grassland birds, and reptiles, including the state 
threatened Blanding's turtle. ln addition, the sandy soils are a high groundwater recharge area and will improve water 
quality and help provide sustained flows to Honey Creek and the Thiede Road Tamarack Swamp, which is an NA-2 
listed site in Southeastem Wisconsin Regional Planning Rep01111288, Walworth County Comprehensive Plan for 2035, 
dated November, 2009. 

The 715 acre block of land consists of260 acres of land purchased by the Depa1tment ofTransportation (DOT) for a 
wetland mitigation site and more than 458 acres of existing Department ownership (fee and easement) within and 
adjacent to the bounda1y of the Honey Creek Streambank Protection Fee Area. At some point in the future the DOT site 
may be transferred to the Department and consolidated into the Honey Creek Sh·eambank Protection Fee Area through 
the master planning process along with the Department land in the area that is located outside of the project boundary. 
Although outside ofthe current acquisition boundary, the 17.04 acre parcel provides critical blocking and ensures that 
this land can be managed as a large block of land open for all 5 nature based outdoor activities. Areas for public use are 
in high demand in southeast Wisconsin and this block of land will offer excellent opp01tunities for hunting, trapping, 
hiking and wi ldlife observation. 

RECOMMENDATION: That the Board approve the purchase of 17.04 acres of land from Honey Creek Estates LLC for $217,300 
for the Streambank Easement Fee Program in Walworth County. 

LIST OF ATTACHED MATERIALS: 

No 18] Fiscal Estimate Required Yes 0 Al1ached 
No 18] Environmental Assessment of lmpact Statement Required Yes D Attached 
No 0 Background Memo Yes 181 Attached 

APPROVED: 

Co- l~ - I l.( 
Date 

Date / 

c: S. Miller- LF/6 
D. Haag- LF/6 
L. Ross - AD/8 
M. Staggs - FH/4 
J. Morrissey - SOD- MILWAUKEE 

http://dnr.wi.gov/About/NRB/2014/June/June-2014-NRB-agenda.html
http:217,300.00





















