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SUBJECT: Land Sales - Phase I 

FOR: JUNE 2014 BOARD MEETING 

TO BE PRESENTED BY: Kurt Thiede and Douglas Haag 

SUMMARY: 	 The 2013-15 state biennial budget directed the Natural Resources Board to make I0,000 acres of land available for 
sale by June 30, 20 17. This new law specifies that net proceeds from the sale of these lands shall be used to repay 
outstanding public debt related to the Knowles Nelson Stewardship program. The new law only affects lands 
located outside of official project boundaries established prior to May I, 20 13. A project boundary is created by a 
feasibility study or master plan or other official action by the Natural Resources Board. The Depa11ment has over 
600 named projects with established project boundaries. The Department owns approximately J,5 17,454 acres in 
fee title ownership and 300,267 acres in easements. The sale of 10,000 acres represents less than 1% ofthe 
Depat1ment's total land ownership. 

The sale of land under this new law will help the Department achieve the following objectives: 

• Realign land ownership for more efficient management 
• Repurpose lands that don't serve the Department's mission to more suitable use 
• Work with other organizations to meet common property and conservation goals 
• DiJect limited land management funds to properties that serve the Department's mission 
• Resolve boundary and access issues 

To implement this new law the Department developed a subchapter to the Real Estate Handbook that outlines the 
process the Depa11ment and the Natural Resources Board will follow in order to comply with this law. The 
Depa11ment held five public information meetings on October 28th 20 13 to share the draft sales policy with the 
public and gather comments on the new policy. The sale policy was also placed on the Department's public policy 
website for three weeks and comments were accepted during that period. The final draft of the land sale policy was 
presented to the Natural Resources Board for approval in December of20 13. 

In addition to these efforts to involve and inform the public about this new program the Department developed a 
land sales webpage. This web page allows the Department to share new information about the land sales program as 
well as specific information about parcels being proposed for sale, parcels actually available for sale, and the 
requirements for bidding on any specific parcel being offered. The Department created maps of the first 32 parcels 
to be reviewed for possible sale under this new law and placed them on the website for public view. This web site 
went live in early February 2014, and the Department released a state wide announcement to the press indicating 
that information about this new land sales program and the first parcels to be reviewed under the new program were 
on the web site. That press release was covered by several major news publications, radio and television stations. 
The Depa1tment also sent notices of the possible sale of these lands directly to stare legislators, tribal nations, 
counties, towns and vi llages that may have jurisdiction over or interest in the lands. 

In addition to the involvement of the public and state and local officials, the Department conducted field reviews to 
evaluate the conservation and recreation values of each parcel. Field staff made recommendations to their respective 
land management bureaus on the disposition ofeach parcel of land being considered for sale. 

This extensive external and internal involvement in the process has led the Department to make a recommendation 
to the Natural Resources Board on 26 (1625 acres) of the 32 parcels of land that were put out for review. Five of the 
parcels that went out for review were discovered to actually be in project boundaries and were removed from this 
process as this new law does not apply to pr·operties inside of established project boundaries. One parcel was 
removed because the Department has questionable title and may not actually own the property. 

Of the remaining 26 parcels, the Depa11ment is recommending that 22 ofthe parcels ( 1407 acres) be offered for sale 
and 4 parcels (218 acres) be retained by the Department. Fourteen of the sale parcels are landlocked and have no 
legal public access from a road and 8 of the sale parcels have legal access from a road or adjoining public land. The 
Depa11ment is recommending that 3 of the 22 sale parcels be offered for sale subject to some form of deed 
reservation that restricts future use of the property. The remaining 19 parcels are recommended to be sold with no 
restrictions or restrictive covenants. 

Minimum selling prices will be established for each parcel approved for sale and the Department will obtain a title 
commitment that will be available to any prospective buyer. Parcels that are land locked and have no legal access 

http://dnr.wi.gov/About/NRB/2014/June/June-2014-NRB-agenda.html
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