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NATURAL RESOURCES BOARD AGENDA ITEM ltemNo. 3.B.7.

SUBJECT: Land Donation — Lower Chippewa River State Natural Area— Dunn County

FOR: FEBRUARY 2014 BOARD MEETING

TO BE PRESENTED BY: Douglas J. Haag

SUMMARY:

The Estate of Roger K. Lange has offered to donate 21.48 acres of land for the Lower Chippewa River State
Natural Area in Dunn County to the Department. This property lies roughly half way between the cities of
Menomonie and Durand, and is roughly 1 hour from the Twin Cities and 30 minutes from Eau Claire.

The proposed donation lies entirely within the boundary of the Lower Chippewa River State Natural Area
project boundary and is immediately adjacent to the Dunnville Wildlife Area. The property lies between the
Red Cedar River and County Hwy Y, and is bounded by Department owned lands to the north, as well as
across the Red Cedar River to the northeast, and across County Highway Y to the southeast. The donation
also includes 5 small lots across County Y from Department land. These parcels do not serve a conservation
purpose however the Estate has authorized the Department to sell those paracels and use the proceeds for
land management activities within the Lower Chippewa River State Natural Area boundary.

Access to the parcel is attained off of County Hwy. Y, and also includes roughly 1/3 of a mile of frontage on
the Red Cedar River. The property includes a roughly 3 acre open field which is currently being mowed for
hay. The remainder of the property is wooded, consisting of mixed hardwoods with scattered large white
pines on the uplands, transitioning to bottomland hardwoods along the river. A significant escarpment
becomes a distinct land feature along the river bank on the north end of the property.

Acceptance of this donation would provide ownership on both banks of the Red Cedar from the confluence
with the Chippewa River to 3+ miles upstream, Such acquisitions are highlighted as priorities in the
Dunnville WA and Lower Chippewa River SNA Master Plan, Lying adjacent to the Dunnville Wildlife
Area,this property will create continuity through blocking with current State ownership and provide
increased opportunities for habitat enhancement and riverbank protection along with public recreation.
Accepting this property will allow for the value of the property to be used as match to help leverage grant
funding for potential wetland habitat work on the Dunnville Wildlife Area.

RECOMMENDATION: That the Board accepts the donation of 21.48 acres of land for the Lower Chippewa River State

Natural Area program and authorizes the sale of 5 small lots that are not needed by the
Department for conservation purposes and use the proceeds of that sale for land management
purposes within the project boundary and that a certificate of appreciation be sent to the Estate of
Roger K. Lange and that an expression of appreciation be made a part of the official records of the
Natural Resources Board.

LIST OF ATTACHED MATERIALS:

No [X] Fiscal Estimate Required Yes [ ] Attached

No [X] Environmental Assessment of Impact Statement Required ~ Yes [] Attached

No [] Background Memo Yes Attached
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State of Wisconsin

CORRESPONDENCE/MEMORANDUM

DATE: January 22, 204 FILE RETF': NA 20112
TO: Natural Resources Board
FROM: Cathy Stepp
SUBJECT: Proposed Land Donation, Roger K. Lange Estate
Tract, File # NA 20112

1. PARCEL DESCRIPTION:

Lower Chippewa River State Natural Area
Dunn County

Grantor:

Roger K, Lange Estate
c/o Riegelman & Mueckler, S.C.
917 Main Street
Racine, W1 53403

Acres: 21.48

Price: Gift

Appraised Value: n/a
Interest: Fee simple

Improvements: None

Location: The tract is located halfway between Menomonie and Durand and is roughly 30 minutes from

Eau Claire. . ]

Land Description: The subject land is fairly level with an open field and mixed hardwoods with scattered 1

white pine on the uplands, transitioning to bottomland hardwoods along the river; an escarpment i
becomes a distinct land feature along the river bank on the north end of the parcel.

Covertype Breakdown:

Type Acreage
Grass/Pasture 3.0
Upland woodland 15.0
Lowland woodland 3.48
Total: | 21.48

Zoning: Residential and Agricultural Residential
Present Use: Recreational

Proposed Use: Public recreation

Tenure: 2.5 years

Option Date: n/a

Stewardship Land Access: This property will be open to the public for all nature based outdoor
recreational activities to include hunting, fishing, trapping, hiking and cross country skiing.

2. JUSTIFICATION:

The proposed Roger K. Lange Estate donation lies entircly within the boundary of the Lower Chippewa
River State Natural Area project boundary and is immediately adjacent to the Dunnville Wildlife Area.
This parcel is 21.48 acres in size, less 2 small out lots which include the home and buildings, which will be @
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Acknowledgment Of Gift

This is to certify that at its February 2014 meeting, the Natural Resources
Board gratefully accepted a gift of 21.48 acres of land in Dunn County for the
Lower Chippewa River State Natural Area from the

Roger K. Lange Estate

It is significant that estates such as this one are interested in hclping protect
Wisconsin’s natural heritage and contribute materially toward this end.

An expression of our appreciation is a part of the official records of the
Natural Resources Board. We present this certificate of sincere appreciation on

behalf of present and future generations to thank the estate for its thoughtfulness
and generosity.

Natural Resources Board

Preston D, Cole, CHATIRMAN
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