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SUBJECT: Land Donation- Lower Chippewa River State Natural Area- Dunn County 

FOR: FEBRUARY 2014 BOARD MEETING 

TO BE PRESENTED BY: Douglas J. Haag 

SUMMARY: 	 The Estate of Roger K. Lange has offered to donate 21.48 acres of land for the Lower Chippewa River State 
Natural Area in Dunn County to the Department. This property lies roughly half way between the cities of 
Menomonie and Durand, and is roughly I hour from the Twin Cities and 30 minutes from Eau Claire. 

The proposed donation lies entirely within the boundary ofthe Lower Chippewa River State Natural Area 
project bounda1y and is immediately adjacent to the Dunnville Wildlife Area. The prope1iy lies between the 
Red Cedar River and County Hwy Y, and is bounded by Department owned lands to the north, as well as 
across the Red Cedar River to the n011heast, and across County Highway Y to the southeast. The donation 
also includes 5 small lots across County Y from Depa11ment land. These parcels do not serve a conservation 
purpose however the Estate has authorized the Department to sell those paracels and use the proceeds for 
land management activities within the Lower Chippewa River State Natural Area boundary. 

Access to the parcel is attained offofCounty Hwy. Y, and also includes roughly l/3 of a mile offrontage on 
the Red Cedar River. The prope1iy includes a roughly 3 acre open field which is currently being mowed for 
hay. The remainder of the prope1iy is wooded, consisting of mixed hardwoods with scattered large white 
pines on the uplands, transitioning to bottomland hardwoods along the river. A significant escarpment 
becomes a distinct land feature along the river bank on the n01th end of the property. 

Acceptance of this donation would provide ownership on both banks of the Red Cedar from the confluence 
with the Chippewa River to 3+ miles upsh·eam. Such acquisitions are highlighted as priorities in the 
Dunnville W A and Lower Chippewa River SNA Master Plan. Lying adjacent to the Dunnville Wildlife 
Area, this property will create continuity through blocking with cmTent State ownership and provide 
increased opp01tunities for habitat enhancement and riverbank protection along with public recreation. 
Accepting this prope1iy will allow for the value of the property to be used as match to help leverage grant 
funding for potential wetland habitat work on the Dunnville Wildlife Area. 

RECOMMENDATION: That the Board accepts the donation of21.48 acres of land for the Lower Chippewa River State 
Natural Area program and authorizes the sale of5 small lots that are not needed by the 
Depa1tment for conservation purposes and use the proceeds of that sale for land management 
purposes within the project bounda1y and that a certificate of appreciation be sent to the Estate of 
Roger K. Lange and that an expression of appreciation be made a pa1t of the official records of the 
Natural Resources Board. 

LIST OF ATTACHED MATERIALS: 

No ~ Fiscal Estimate Required Yes 0 Attached 
No ~ Environmental Assessment of Impact Statement Required Yes 0 Attached 
No 0 Background Memo Yes~ Attached 
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