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SUBJECT: The Cherish Wisconsin Outdoors Fund - An Update on the First Year 

FOR: December 2014 Board meeting 

TO BE PRESENTED BY: Kurt Thiede, Land Division Administrator & Ruth Oppedahl, NRF Executive Director 

SUMMARY: 

September 2014 marked the one year anniversary for the Cherish Wisconsin Outdoors Fund (Fund). The Fund was 
created by WI Act 148, which resulted In a public/private partnership between the DNR and the Natural Resources 
Foundation (NRF). A report was created to highlight our successes and document our committment and efforts to the 
Fund. 

The NRF created an endowment program to support the voluntary donations. The funds will support habitat management 
activites on lands owned or managed by the state. It will likely be a number of years until the first distributions are made 
from the endowment, but work will begin in 2015 to create an advisory committee and criteria. 

Donations to the Fund have exceeded our expectations for the first year. The team has worked collaboratively to create 
and implement a program; develop marketing materials; promote the Fund and conduct outreach; and monitor progress. A 
new marketing plan is currently under development, it will focus on continued outreach, and will also include paid 
advertising. Per our Memorandum of Understanding (MOU), a portion of the funds in the Initial years can be used to 
promote and generate additional contributions to the endowment. 
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