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SUBJECT: Land Exchange and Sale - Killsnal<c Wildlife Area, Brillion Wildlife Area- Calumet County 

FOR: DECEM BER 2014 BOARD MEETING 

TO BE PRESENTED BY: Douglas J Haag 

SUMMARY: 	 The Depa1tment has obtained an agreement to acquire 56.15 acres from Craig and Amy Hedrich, Trustees of the 
Craig S. Hedrich and Amy R. Hedrich Revocable Living Trust within the project boundary of Brillion Wildlife Area 
in exchange for 80 acres ofagriculturalland outside the Killsnake Wildlife Area project boundary plus the difference 
in appraised value of$299,500.00 in cash to the Department. The item is being submitted because State land for 
exchange is larger than 40 acres and the value exceeds $50,000 and because the Hedrich Revocable Living Trust has 
owned the land for less than 3 years. 

The Hedrich's are in need of additional land for their crop and beef operations and have land within the Brillion 
Wildlife Area project boundary that has high recreational and resource value. The 56. 15 acre parcel to be acquired 
fi·om the Hedrich's is located in the Town of Brillion, in northeast Calumet County, about 2 miles south of State 
Highway I0 and I mile west of County Highway PP. Thl! parcel is comprised mainly of forested land with about 1.3 
miles of wooded trails that are heavily utilized by the public and the adjoining Brillion Nature Center. The addition 
of the 56. 15 acres for the Brillion Wildlife Area will allow for permanent public use and management by the 
Depaltment. This parcel was previously leased by the Dcpaltment for public hunting but that lease expired in 20 I 0 
and could not be renewed. Since then the parcel has continued to be used for outdoor educational programs by the 
Brillion Nature Center and their associated Friends group with the permission of the previous landonwer. However 
that landowner elected to sell the prope1ty to Craig and Amy Hedrich and they are now proposing a land trade. 
Members of the community utilize the Brillion Wildlife Area parcel being proposed for acquisition for cross-country 
skiing, bird watching, hiking, and accessing a marsh ovel'look platform. The opportunity for public hunting at the 
Brillion Wildlife Area will also be greatly improved with state ownership of this parcel. The hunting pressure is high 
near the city of Brillion with few forested areas publicly available for deer and turkey season. The eastern portion of 
Brillion Wildlife Area is an important and rare ecosystem. The forested habitat is located on the Niagara escarpment. 
This is a unique natural feature in Northeast Wisconsin and has been identified in state statutuc as one of seven land 
acquisiton priorities of the Knowles Nelson Stewardship F1.1nd. The forest composition of the parcel proposed for 
purchase is a diverse mix of bottomland hardwoods, including oak, beech, maple, cedar, ash, and aspen. Historically, 
the forest has been managed well and sustained limited harvest through cooperation with DNR Foresters. The 
potential for regeneration and habitat improvements on this parcel are high. 

The 80 acre parcel that the Department is proposing to exchange/sell is located in the Town of Charlestown, in 
eastern Calumet County, about I mile north of State Highway 151 and 2 miles east ofthe City of Chilton adjacent to 
the Killsnake Wildlife Area. The parcel was acquired in 200 1 as part ofa 555 acre land purchase. Approximatly 182 
acres of that purchase were located outside of the project boundary and much of that land was productive agricultural 
land. The parcel being proposed for trade has been continually leased out to sharecroppers on 3 year contracts, The 
Department made a commitment at the time of purchase to keep a significant portion of the ag land in farm 
production. Over the years the annual leasing has provided some revenue back to the state but the land provides little 
wildlife cover or recreational oppot1tmities for the community and Department staff are recommending that the land 
be exchanged/sold. Because the land values are not equal, a portion of the Department property wi ll be sold under 
the authority of s. 23.145, Wis. Stats. This statute directed the Natural Resource Board to offer I 0,000 acres of land 
located outside of established project boundaries for sale by June 30, 20 17. The sale portion ofthis transaction will 
be carried out under this statutue. For the purposes of tracking the sale acres and proceeds, 33.75 acres and $224,500 
in land value will comprise the exchange poriton of the transaction and 46.25 acres and $299,500.00 in cash to the 
Department will comprise the sale po11ion of the transaction. The sale proceeds will be used to pay down 
Stewardship program debt per the provisions ofs. 23. 145(2), Wis. Stats. 

RECOMMENDATION: That the Board approve the exchange of33.75 acres of land under the authority ofs. 23 .09(2)(e), Wis. 
Stats., and the sale of46.25 acres of land at the p1·ice of $299,500 under the authority of s. 23. 145, Wis. 
Stars., and approve the acquisition of 56.15 acres of land within the Brillion Wildlife Area project boundary 
as part of tho land exchange. 
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