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SUBJECT: Request for Department approval to undertake a master plan amendment process at Blue Mound State Park for 
the purpose of establishing recreational trail uses and locations. 

FOR: December 2014 Board meeting 

TO BE PRESENTED BY: Peter Biermeier, Section Chief, Bureau of Parks and Recreation 

SUMMARY: 

Blue Mound State Park, located in Dane and Iowa Counties, was developed in the 1960's and has served as a popular 
area for Wisconsin park users, in particular trail users for biking, hiking, cross country skiing, and at one point over 20 
years ago, snowmobiling. The park master plan was completed in 1984. Since then there have been two revisions to the 
plan to authorize an expansion of biking and cross country ski trails and for a new indoor shelter. 

Recently, state and local advocates for snowmobiling have requested of the DNR re-open a previously sited snowmobile 
trail in the Pleasure Valley area of the park that was abandoned more than twenty years ago. The Department believes 
the request would require a master plan amendment while also believing the request is worthy of Department and NRB 
review. There are other bike and cross-country ski trai ls located in the park that may have been constructed outside of the 
current master plan provisions and the Department would also like to review the placement of those trails in this request 
as well. 

Approval of this request by the NRB would open the process for a master plan amendment review. The Department would 
undertake a thorough review of the trail requests for Blue Mound State Park and include considerable public input in the 
process. The end proposal that would be brought back to the NRB may include recommendations for no changes, 
changes that would remove trails, or changes that would add trails to the plan (existing and/or new). 

This matter is anticipated to garner a significant amount of public interest. 

RECOMMENDATION: Approval of request for Department to undertake a master plan amendment process at Blue Mound 
State Park for the purpose of establishing recreational trail uses and locations. 

LIST OF ATTACHED MATERIALS (check all that are applicable): 
181 Background memo 0 Type name of attachment if applicable 
181 Park maps for Blue Mound State Park 0 Type name of attachment if applicable 

DateApproved by 

Dan Schuller, 
Bureau Director 

Kurt Thiede, Land Division 
Administrator 

Cathy Stepp, Secretary ld/( ; 
cc: Board Liaison - AD/8 
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