
State of Wisconsin 
CORRESPONDENCE/MEMORANDUM-------------

DATE: 

TO: All Members of the Natural Resources Board 

FROM: Cathy Stepp, Secretary 

SUBJECT: 2014 Deer Season Report 

Wisconsin continues to provide opportunities for world-class deer hunting, and 608,711 
hunters from every state in the US and 19 foreign countries purchased licenses to participate in 
Wisconsin's nine-day gun deer season, 163 years after our first regulated season. 

As we always do, during and after the season department staff received a number of great 
stories and photos from hunters throughout the state. 

This year, the department saw hunting traditions passed along to 21,223 new resident hunters 
who bought a gun deer license for the first time, or the first time in 10 years. New female 
hunters represented 35 percent of this total, and female hunters made up 10 percent of all 
deer license sales entering opening weekend. 

Preliminary harvest totals through the nine-day season indicated 191,550 deer were harvested, 
down roughly 15 percent from 2013's call-in numbers. The preliminary tally showed hunters 
harvested 90,336 bucks and 101,214 antlerless deer. Of those, over 4,500 were registered by 
hunters selected to participate in the electronic registration system pilot that will be available 
to all hunters in 2015. 

Deer season communications placed a large focus on keeping the message simple, engaging 
with new demographics, and utilizing staff in central office and the field to engage with 
hunters, using tools ranging from live chats to quick phone calls. In 2014, the department's 
hunting and fishing mobile app continued to see success, with 12,003 downloads in November 
-this shattered the previous record for monthly downloads. In all, 85,026 total users are 
finding the mobile app to be a useful tool. 

The department is focused on ensuring a safe hunt, and in 2014 the team work of safety 
conscious hunters, coupled with the staff and volunteers statewide, was a winning 
combination. During the nine-day hunt, a total of four confirmed shooting related incidents 
were reported, with no fatalities- this is an all-time low. Deer hunting in Wisconsin continues 
to get safer with 4 of the past 5 deer gun seasons being fatality-free. More than 28,000 
students complete the hunter safety program every year, thanks to the work of more than 
4,100 volunteer hunter education instructors. 

In the days leading up to the nine-day season opener, the DNR call center set a record for calls 
handled, and provided excellent customer service to a number of hunters. On Friday, Nov. 21, 
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