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SUBJECT: Report on the Wisconsin CWD Response Plan and discussion of revisions that may be needed.
FOR: February 2013 Board meeting
TO BE PRESENTED BY: Tom Hauge, Wildlife Management Bureau Director and Tami Ryan, Wildlife Health Section Chief

SUMMARY:

This will be a discussion about Wisconsin's current CWD Response Plan and changes that may be needed with the
release of the Final Report and Recommendations of the Wisconsin White-tailed Deer Trustee and Review Committee.
There are variations in the recommendations of The CWD plan, adopted by the board in 2010, and the deer trustee's final
report and recommendations, released in June, 2012.

Discussions will address the potential for plan updates and a possible timeline developing those revisions to inform CWD
Response into the future.

Response Plan is located on-line at:
http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/wildlifehabitat/cwdplan.html

RECOMMENDATION: Information only
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_ CWD Management Recommendations from the Deer Trustee

Report

Hunting Regulations, Seasons and Bag Limits section -

4.
8.

Consider charging a fee for antlerless tags in the CWD Zone.
Re-evaluate the effectiveness of the October antlerless seasons in the CWD
Zone.

10. Maintain the Bonus Buck Regulation in CWD Zone.

Chronic Wasting Disease section -

1.
2,

10.

We believe it is time to consider a more passive approach to CWD in the DMZ.
There is a clear need for a new sampling protocol for CWD in Wisconsin, one
that gives a true picture of the progress of the disease; but more importantly, one
designed to detect spread.

Dealing with wildlife diseases is not unlike responding to wild fires, and response
plan should be developed on this model, focusing on early detection of “break
outs” and citizen involvement (active approach).

We recommend implementation of a statewide DMAP program; and, nowhere is
such a program needed more than in the DMZ.

There is a need to provide more information about concerns for humans
contracting a CWD variant.

The time required to receive CWD test results from hunter-killed animals must be
decreased to a few days.

An annual meeting of DMAP cooperators wouid be an excellent venue for
reporting on various aspects of CWD, in addition to the topics discussed earlier.
This would greatly enhance public awareness and WDNR credibility.

WDNR should work closely (through the local biologist) with the Conservation
Congress in developing goals and strategies at the county level. We feel use of
human dimensions research to anticipate, rather than reacting to issues as they
arise would be very effective.

We feel use of human dimensions research to anticipate, rather than reacting to
issues as they arise would be very effective.

Charlotte the Deer should become the “Smokey Bear” of CWD in Wisconsin,
serving as the centerpiece for a public education program developed with
stakeholder organizations such as QDMA, Whitetails of Wisconsin and Whitetails
Unlimited.

DNR Research and Technical Publications section —
9. Inthe long-term, we recommend developing a wildlife disease unit to:

* respond quickly to CWD outbreaks;

» monitor health and disease of other wildlife species; and, ,

« train and support local biologists/technicians in conducting annual herd
health surveys.




Outline: CWD Response Plan

e Prevent New Introductions of CWD
o Carcass Movement

Wild Deer Herds ‘

Baiting & Feeding of Deer

Farmed Cervid Regulations
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Farmed Cervid Escapes
o Farmed Cervid Testing and Depopulation of Infected Farms
® Monitor for & Respond to New CWD Disease Foci
o Statewide Surveillance
o Surveillance Response to New Foci
o Management Response to New Foci
e Control Distribution & Intensity of CWD
Hunting Season Structure
Landowner Permits
Sharpshooting
Monitoring Disease Trends & Patterns
CWD Zone Deer Population Monitoring
Collaborate with lllinois
Conduct Reviews after the 2015, 2020, & 2025 Deer Hunting Seasons
Additional Days of Gun-Hunting Opportunity
Additional Focused Sharpshooting
o Additional Tools
* Increase Public Recognition & Understanding of CWD Risks and Public Participation in
Disease Control Efforts
o Human Dimensions of CWD Management
o Monitoring Changes in Public Opinion
* Address the Needs of Our Customers
o Hunter Service Testing
o Donation of Venison to Food Pantries
o Deer Carcass Disposal Assistance

¢ 0O 0O 0 0O ¢ 0

o Monitoring for Human Prion Diseases
o Investigating Potential Risk to Livestock
¢ Enhance the Scientific Information about CWD




Wisconsin’s Chronic Wasting Disease Response Plan: 2010-2025
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“The ultimate test of
man'’s conscience is his
willingness to sacrifice

something today for
generations tomorrow,
whose words of thanks

will not be heard.”

—Gaylord Nelson

Wisconsin Department of
Natural Resources, 2010
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