Form 1100-1 NATURAL RESOURCES BOARD AGENDA ITEM Item No. 3.B.8.

Rev. 5-91
SUBJECT: LAND DONATION - STATEWIDE WILDLIFE HABITAT - DUNN COUNTY

FOR: FEBRUARY 2007 BOARD MEETING

TO BE PRESENTED BY: Richard Steffes

SUMMARY: Pheasants Forever, Inc. has offered to donate to the Department 57 acres of land for the Statewide Wildlife Habitat
Program in Dunn County.

The 57-acre Pheasants Forever, Inc. property includes approximately 3,000 feet of creek frontage along Iron Creek.
The property is located in central Dunn County in the Town of Red Cedar about three miles southeast of Menomonie.
It is located within ¥2-mile of department-owned lands and within two miles of the Muddy Creek Wildlife Area
where the state and federal government own more than 600 acres. The nearby public land is managed for a number
of wildlife species including pheasants, woodcock, songbirds, and waterfowl. The parcel has been enrolled in a
program that has worked actively to protect the headwaters of Iron Creek through significant habitat restoration
activities. Additionally, the property lies within a wild pheasant release area. Acceptance of the gift would allow for
continued protection and management of this parcel.

RECOMMENDATION: That the Board accept the donation of 57 acres of land for the Statewide Wildlife Habitat, that a certificate
of appreciation be sent to Pheasants Forever and that an expression of appreciation be made a part of the
official records of the Natural Resources Board.

LIST OF ATTACHED MATERIALS:

No [X] Fiscal Estimate Required Yes [ ] Attached
No X Environmental Assessment of Impact Statement Required Yes[ ] Attached
No[] Background Memo Yes [X] Attached
APPROVED:

/sl 1/23/07
Real Estate Director, Richard E. Steffes - LF/6 Date

/sl 1/25/07
Administrator, Laurie Osterndorf - AD/5 Date

/sl 1/25/07
Secretary, Scott Hassett - AD/5 Date

cc: S. Miller - LF/6
R. Steffes — LF/6
L. Ross — AD/5
T. Hauge - WM/6
S. Humrickhouse — WCR/Eau Claire



CORRESPONDENCE/MEMORANDUM

DATE:
1691

TO:

FROM:

State of Wisconsin

February 16, 2007 FILE REF: W-

Natural Resources Board

Scott Hassett

SUBJECT: Proposed Land Donation, Pheasants Forever, Inc Tract, File # W-1691

1.

PARCEL DESCRIPTION:

Statewide Wildlife Habitat
Dunn County

Grantor:

Pheasants Forever, Inc.
c/o Ron Leathers

1783 Buerkle Circle
St. Paul, MN 55110

Acres: 57
Price: Donation

Appraised Value: $114,000
Interest: Donation in fee.

Improvements: None

Location: The property is located in central Dunn County in the Town of Red Cedar about three miles
southeast of Menomonie

Land Description: The subject area is mostly level.

Covertype Breakdown: Type Acreage

Cropland 43
Wetland 14
Total: 57

Zoning: Agriculture

Present Use: Agriculture

Proposed Use: Wildlife Habitat and Public Recreation
Tenure: Purchased by Pheasants Forever in 2004
Option Date: September 19, 2006

JUSTIFICATION:

The Department recommends acceptance of the donation of the 57-acre Pheasants Forever, Inc. property.

It includes approximately 3,000 feet of creek frontage along Iron Creek. The property is located in central
Dunn County in the Town of Red Cedar about three miles southeast of Menomonie. It is located adjacent
within ¥2-mile of department-owned lands and within two miles of the Muddy Creek Wildlife Area where
the state and federal government own more than 600 acres, which are managed for a number of wildlife
species including pheasants, woodcock, songbirds, and waterfowl. The parcel has been enrolled in a
program that has worked actively to protect the headwaters of Iron Creek through significant habitat
restoration activities. Additionally, the property lies within a wild pheasant release area. Acceptance of the
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gift would allow for continued protection and management of this parcel. The parcel would provide
additional wetland species habitat for game and song birds and blocks well with the existing
department-owned lands.

The Statewide Wildlife Habitat project was established in 1991 to increase populations of ring-necked
pheasants, waterfowl, and grassland songbirds in locations throughout the state. The project uses a
landscape scale approach to habitat management that incorporates a patchwork of wetland and grasslands
with cropland to create habitat conditions more favorable for self-sustaining wildlife populations. The
intent is to widely scatter suitable habitat, rather than concentrating the habitat in one area. The mix of
agricultural land, grasslands and wetlands is the key to productive wildlife populations.

The need for Statewide Wildlife Habitat Program is based on a documented decline in grassland and
wetland wildlife populations. Reductions in habitat quality and quantity because of land use changes have
contributed to the decline of grassland nesting wildlife populations. Also, wetland loss or degradation has
been an important factor in the decline of many wetland wildlife species.

The Department recommends acceptance of the donation of this parcel to allow wildlife habitat
management, to provide public access for hunting and other recreation and to consolidate state ownership
and to protect the water quality of Iron Creek.

FINANCING:

Donation. The Department made a Stewardship grant of $58,500 toward the Pheasants Forever purchase in
2004,

ACQUISITION STATUS OF THE STATEWIDE WILDLIFE HABITAT:

Established: 1991
Acres Acquired to Date: 3,278.74
Acquisition Goal: 6,000 Acres

Percent Complete: 54.6%
Cost to Date: $2,375,785

RECOMMENDED:
Richard E. Steffes Date
Bureau of Legal Services Date

Laurie Osterndorf Date
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The DNR Managed Lands represent the boundaries of lands managed by the
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources The Wisconsin DNR manages
these lands through ownership, easement or lease rights. This data set is a
spatial representation of the Oracle Land Records System maintained by the
DNR, Bureau of Facilities and Lands (LF), and may include errors and/or
omissions. The data should not be interpreted as a legal representation

of legal ownership boundaries.

This data set does not differentiate between lands that are open or closed
to the public for hunting and/or general public access. Some lands
represented in this data set may not be open to the general public, or may
have specific limitations or restrictions on public use. This data set is

not intended for use as a land management tool; it is a listing of all DNR
real estate transactions that have occurred on these lands over time.

For information about the actual management, including public use and public
access of the lands, contact the nearest DNR Regional office. Contact
information for DNR Regional Offices and Service Centers is provided on the
following internet site:
http://www.dnr.state.wi.us/org/caer/cs/servicecenter/locations.htm

Updates to this data set are ongoing, and will be incorporated into future
versions when available.

STATE OF WISCONSIN
DEPT. OF NATURAL RESOURCES
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WISCONSIN
DEPT. OF NATURAL RESOURCES

Bureau of Facilities and Lands

January 18, 2007
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Due to copyright laws, this page iIs not
available online.

Please contact laurie.ross@wisconsin.qov
for a hard copy of this document.



mailto:laurie.ross@wisconsin.gov
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